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News Release  
 

Natural Capital Research accelerates global growth 
strategy with investment from Schroders and OSI  

05 July 2021  

Founded in 2018, Natural Capital Research (NCR) is a data led science-based organisation which specialises in 
measuring natural capital* assets globally. Using leading modelling and data techniques, NCR enables 
landowners and corporates to map the natural capital provided by their landholdings. These include assets 
important for carbon storage, carbon sequestration, soil erosion protection, flood risk management, 
biodiversity, water quality and recreation. It also specialises in advising asset owners on how to enhance their 
natural capital value and providing the tools to report and validate increases in value over time. 

NCR launched a leading-edge bespoke science based tool, NatCap Map and has delivered a number of high 
profile and successful projects for land owners, utility companies and corporates including Schroders. NCR's 
services provide scientifically rigorous research which can be used for the development of ESG, biodiversity, 
connectivity and net zero carbon strategies. 

The investment from FTSE 100 global asset manager Schroders and Oxford Sciences Innovation (OSI) 
announced today, will accelerate the development of NCR’s online platform to map natural capital assets 
globally, with further investment in leading AI and spatial analytics. With the significant growth in the 
monitoring and measurement particularly of carbon and biodiversity this platform will become an essential 
tool for asset owners, asset managers and providers of capital. It also has the potential to validate to the 
highest standards, nature-based carbon credits and the use of natural capital in flood risk management, water 
quality and soil improvement. 

 

Professor Kathy Willis, Director, NCR commented: 

"Viewing nature as an asset and putting it on the same balance sheet as a company’s other resources is no 

longer seen as an oddity. Governments, corporations, and individuals across the world are starting to 

understand the critical importance and value of the ecosystem services provided by their natural capital assets, 

not least in carbon storage and sequestration.  

https://natcapmap.com/
http://www.schroders.com/
file:///C:/Users/bibbyes/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/TUC3H0ES/oxfordsciencesinnovation.com
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“The race is now on to determine the location and extent of these important assets, their value, and where and 

how to enhance them. We are therefore delighted to be working with Schroders and OSI as we embark on our 

journey to map, model and enhance natural capital assets across the world. These globally focused 

organisations are at the forefront of understanding the huge potential and possibilities of investing in natural 

capital assets; potential not only for offsetting of carbon and ESG but also for halting global biodiversity loss 

and restoring some of the most important ecosystems in the world." 

The preservation of our natural capital has never been more prevalent. On 30 June 2021 the Environmental 
Audit Committee (EAC) has launched a paper to urge the Government to conserve and restore UK biodiversity 
and ecosystems amid grave concern that of the G7 countries, the UK has the lowest level of biodiversity 
remaining. The EAC found that existing Government policy and targets were inadequate to address 
plummeting biodiversity loss and called for significant changes to individual biodiversity policies.  

Peter Harrison, Group CEO, Schroders commented: 

“For too long the focus of companies and the finance industry has been on growth and accounting profits. The 

failure to properly account for the impact on nature’s capital is of real importance to long term investors. 

Natural Capital Research have the potential to fundamentally change how we value natural capital, and how 

this changes over time. Their data led, and science-based approach provides the basis for an exciting 

partnership.” 

Martin Fiennes, Principal, Oxford Sciences Innovation commented: 

“OSI is excited to be part of the work that NCR is doing to bring rigorous measurement and enhancement 
modelling to the natural capital field.”   

The NCR Board is made up of Professor Sir Dieter Helm, Professor Kathy Willis and Mr Julian Metherell.  
Representatives from Schroders and OSI will join the Board. 

As part of the financing round Blenheim Special Investments Holding Ltd, a vehicle advised by MW&L Capital 

Partners, is increasing its proforma shareholding in NCR.  

*The term natural capital is used to describe those aspects of nature that provide important ecosystem 
services such as carbon (CO2) sequestration, soil erosion protection, flood risk reduction, habitats for wildlife, 
pollination services and spaces for recreation and well-being and provides critical societal benefit to 
individuals, communities and populations across the globe. The combination of soils, species, communities, 
habitats and landscapes which provide these important ecosystem services are often called ‘assets’. The 
concept of viewing nature as natural capital which recognises the true value on the nature’s assets, is rapidly 
increasing in popularity. While the term first came into use in the 1970s, there are now growing calls for 
natural capital to be viewed as an economic asset, with the UN urging governments to look beyond GDP. 

Schroders plc 

As a global active asset manager, the way we direct capital not only shapes the financial returns we achieve for our clients 

but also the impact that the companies in which we invest on their behalf might have on society. The relationship 

between these two outcomes has rapidly evolved as we see a fundamental shift in how companies are viewed and 

valued. Understanding the impact that they can have on society and the planet is crucial in assessing their ability to 

deliver risk-adjusted profits. 

Our ongoing success is built on a history of experience and expertise, whereby we partner with our clients to construct 

innovative products and solutions across our five business areas consisting of Private Assets & Alternatives, Solutions, 

Mutual Funds, Institutional and Wealth Management and invest in a wide range of assets and geographies. By combining 

https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/62/environmental-audit-committee/news/156218/toothless-government-policy-and-targets-insufficient-to-stem-the-tide-of-uk-biodiversity-loss/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/62/environmental-audit-committee/news/156218/toothless-government-policy-and-targets-insufficient-to-stem-the-tide-of-uk-biodiversity-loss/
https://www.natcapresearch.com/setting-the-standard
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our commitment to active management and focus on sustainability, our strategic capabilities are designed to deliver 

positive outcomes for our clients.  

We are responsible for £574.4 billion (€641.7 billion/$785.1 billion)* assets of our clients, managed locally by 42 

investment teams worldwide. As a global business with over 5,500 talented staff across 35  locations, we are able to stay 

close to our clients and understand their needs. We have over 200 years of experience in investment and innovation and 

remain committed to creating a better future by investing responsibly for our clients. Further information about 

Schroders can be found at www.schroders.com. 

Issued by Schroder Investment Management Limited. Registration No 1893220 England. Authorised and regulated by the 

Financial Conduct Authority.  For regular updates by e-mail please register online at www.schroders.com for our alerting 

service. *as at 31 December 2020 

Oxford Sciences Innovation  

Oxford Sciences Innovation is a science business builder. We build world-changing businesses, bringing Oxford science to 

the world faster. Since 2015, we have worked with over 200 of Oxford’s leading academics to build a portfolio of more 

than 100 companies, worth over $2 billion, all based on Oxford science, created +1,500 new jobs and 

added +55,000 square-feet of laboratory and startup space; building on Oxford’s renowned research legacy to create a 

leading science ecosystem. A place where scientific breakthroughs become world-changing businesses. Our portfolio of 

companies spans four sectors, Life Sciences, Deep Tech, Health Tech and Software & AI, tackling challenges like the 

diagnosis and treatment of devastating rare diseases and cancer, sustainability, nuclear fusion, quantum computing and 

cyber-security.  

http://www.schroders.com/
http://www.schroders.com/
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